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Lord Mandeville to Secretary Conway, 1623. 



[Abstract from Eng. Pub. Rec. Office, by W. N. Sainsbury.] 

1623, Oct. 17, Whitehall. 
Lord President Mandeville to Secretary Conway : 

Begs he will acquaint his Majesty that those of the Virginia 
Company were this day before the Lords to give answer whether 
they would surrender up their old Patent or no. That nothing 
should be mistaken by them, he had punctually set down to 
them in writing the alterations that his Maj. intended which was 
to change only the frame of the Government and the manner of 
the plantation for the good of the people, but to have every 
private man's interest preserved and to be secured if it were 
defective. The Company this day delivered in an answer answer- 
able to their former doings and say that they can give no answers 
touching the yielding up of their Patent until they have had a 
Quarter Court which will not be until 19th Nov r . This answer 
was so ill pleasing to the Lords that with reproof we have had 
sent them back and peremptorily prefixed unto them to bring to 
their Lordships a direct answer on Monday next, when if they 
shall not offer the yielding up of that Patent then Mr. Attorney 
is directed to take a course for revoking of it. 

(Extract from Domestic Corresp., Jas. I, Vol. 153, No. 67.) 



The Virginia Company and The House of Commons, 

1624. 



[Copy by W. N. Sainsbury.] 



[In Jan. , 1624, the Virginia Company threatened with ruin from 
the intrigues of an illiberal and unscrupulous faction within itself, 
arid by the hostility of the King, who regarded it as "a seminary 
of sedition," prepared as a last resort, a petition to the House of 
Commons, praying relief and redress. This was presented on 
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May 6. On the 9th, before any report was made from the Com- 
mittee to which the petition had been referred, the Speaker 
received a letter from the King, commanding the House to take 
no further action in the matter. So failed the last hope of the 
Virginia Company.] 

1624 [May 6]. Ascension Day, Stile Angt. 
Sir Francis Nethersole to Sir Dudley Carleton: 

In this Straitness of time as it was apprehended there was 
notwithstanding a motion made for the hearing of the late differ- 
ences in the Virginia Company, the contentions & factions occa- 
sioned by them being grown so great that the members of that 
body could not possibly thrive till those humours were corrected, 
nor the body do of itself as was alleged, and thereupon though 
with much unwillingness the matter was entertained in our House 
and a Committee of the whole House appointed to hear the 
cause, those which are of the House & Company being allowed 
free speech at the Committee but not deciding voices. At this 
Committee, on Wednesday last, Mr. Ferrar, Deputy of the Com- 
pany, Sir Edwin Sandys, My Lord Cavendish & Sir John Dan- 
vers made a relation of the proceedings by order from the 
Company in which they laid the great load upon my Lord 
Treasurer, charged the Commissioners appointed by the King 
to hear and report the cause with extreme partiality and this 
burden upon Sir Nathaniel Rich that he since his return out of 
Ireland had been an active ill instrument in them. They spared 
not the Count of Gondomar and his Successors, who they said 
had in charge to use their uttermost endeavours for the destruc- 
tion of the said Company and their Plantations, to which end 
they showed all the late proceedings to have been directly in- 
tended and among them all too long to repeat (for they spent an 
afternoon in it) no one was more hard than that at the time in 
which the Commiss" were to examine the behaviour of Sir Ed- 
win Sandys in his government and of the former' Governors in 
theirs. Sir Edwin was commanded by My Lord Treasurer in 
the King's name to go out of this Town where his presence was 
not then more necessary for the making of his own defence, than 
for accusing of his predecessors in that Government, of whose 
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accounts he had been an auditor. And in this hard usage this 
was very remarkable that the King being told of it by a great 
Lord disavowed My Lord Treasurer and gave commandment 
for Sir Edwin's liberty to return. This and other circumstances 
(very foul) besides the matter as it appeared by the light they 
laid it in made many which were at first unwilling to be now con- 
tent to have it ripped up. But the next day came a letter from 
the King directed to the Speaker of our House by which His 
Maj. taking notice of this business in very fair terms forbad the 
House to proceed any further therein as having been by him 
specially recommended to his Council who had already taken 
much pains to quiet those troubles in the said Company, which 
his Maj. feared might be stirred again by our meddling with 
them, and other among ourselves by occasion thereof. This was 
assented unto by a general Silence but not without Some Soft 
muttering that by this means and example My Lord Treasurer's 
business or any other might be taken out of the Parliament. 

(Extract from Domestic Correspond., James 1st, Vol. 164, 
No. 46.) 

[I have abstracted this word by word — as written by one who 
heard all that took place in this most important business — W. 
N. S.] 

["This is at variance with Sir Isaac Wakes to Sec. Conway, 
see 29 April."] 

The following is the abstract given by Sainsbury of Wake's 
letter, dated London, Ap'l 29, 1624: 

The Upper house hath taken into consideration this day the 
malicious office of the Spanish Ambassador. Our great Schism 
caused by the Virginians is quieted with his Maj. Letter which 
was received with an universal applause. 



